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OFFICIAL 

Final Principles endorsed by the IRG 

on 23 September 2025 

1. The WA government recognises the broad value of the seafood industry and fishing to
the community and economy, and its dependence on security of access to fish and
aquatic resources.

2. Ensuring ecological sustainability; and managing resources in accordance with the
principles of Ecological Sustainable Development (ESD) and Ecosystem Based
Fisheries Management (EBFM). Where the sustainability of aquatic resources is
deemed to be at risk, an effective management response is required immediately.

3. Individual transferable quota and other rights-based commercial fishing and
aquaculture resource and access entitlements are secured by registration, enduring,
unable to be diluted, assignable and protected at law.

4. Management should be evidence and risk-based with clear, prioritised objectives and
transparency.

5. Where sustainability of an aquatic resource is at risk, accurate and timely reporting of
catch in all sectors should be implemented to ensure trust, accountability and
sustainability.

6. Management should improve flexibility to ensure adaptability and resilience within
fisheries management frameworks.

7. Management is to be contemporary and focused on realising the optimum
environmental, social and economic value from our aquatic resources.

8. Management is to facilitate economic efficiency and industry profitability across all
sectors.

9. Management is to facilitate enhanced recreational fishing experiences.

10. Management incorporates the development of accountable co-management
arrangements including with peak sector bodies or other organisations.

11. Devolution and delegation of decision making to appropriate levels within Government.

12. Fish are a common pool resource, and fisheries allocations may change over time.

13. Compensation will apply where there is a sectoral re-allocation; or a reduction in
resource access by means other than for resource sustainability.

14. Management includes streamlined approval processes to support efficient decision
making.

15. Customary fishing is recognised as a separate fishing sector with unique non-
commercial rights, including priority in allocations of aquatic resources.
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